
[image: image1..pict]
Bio information: PLANETA IMAGINARIO

Title:   BIOMASA    (Cuneiform Rune 268)

Cuneiform publicity/promotion dept.: 301-589-8894 / fax 301-589-1819

email: joyce [-at-] cuneiformrecords.com (Press & world radio); radio [-at-] cuneiformrecords.com (North American radio)

www.cuneiformrecords.com





             FILE UNDER: ROCK / JAZZ-ROCK / FUSION
The band Planeta Imaginario (Imaginary Planet) is an extraordinary eight piece jazz-rock/fusion group that plays creative, genre-busting electric fusions. Based in Spain, a country whose strong, centuries-old musical legacy is aesthetically worlds apart – rooted in acoustic guitar and strict formal tradition – Planeta Imaginario hails from Barcelona, the capital of Catalonia, where an avant-garde tradition nourished radical, boundary-breaking artists such as architect Antoni Gaudi and the painters Pablo Picasso, Juan Miro and Salvador Dali. In the 1980s, Catalonia produced the most radical and imaginative program ever created for Spanish television – the TV show “Planeta Imaginario”.  Featuring Debussy’s “Arabesque n.1” as its theme, played by Japanese electronic musician Isao Tomita, and using surreal, ultra modern stage sets, the show aired from 1983-87 and introduced Spanish children to the magic, beauty and fantasy of art via the adventures of Flip and her invisible friend from the Planeta Imaginario. Described as “A blend of psychedelic Alice in Wonderland, Dali, Miro, Comediants, Tortell Poltrona, Tim Burton” by one fan, it inspired a generation of young Spanish artists – including the musicians who later formed the band Planeta Imaginario (naming the band as a tribute to the TV program). In its music, the band Planeta Imaginario takes listeners on a magical, sonic journey to a musical Utopia, touching like a time capsule on three decades of jazz and rock and creating unique, new musical fusions. Their music – jazz-rock fusion interlaced with psychedelia and progressive rock – blends geographically and temporally disparate musical influences, from the English Canterbury School (National Health, Gilgamesh, Hatfield and the North) of progressive rock, Chick Corea’s Spanish fusions, American guitar rock (a la The Allman Brothers Band), West African and Mediterranean rhythms, and various contemporary sounds, into a fantastically creative, imaginative, evocative and uplifting musical brew. 

Planeta Imaginario was founded in October 1999 by keyboardist and bandleader Marc Capel Nadal (Marc Capel), with guitarist Carlos Gallego and drummer Xavier Baro. Originally a psychedelic rock band, the sound evolved over time as the band expanded and new members – including Lucas Delgado (electric bass), Miguel Angel Ortín (tenor sax) and Martina Cid (alto sax) – brought jazz, jazz/rock and progressive rock into the mix. 

The band thrived on live performance, playing in Barcelona and throughout Spain at numerous venues. Its first live concert was on Feb. 23rd, 2000 at the Local de comunas de Carolinas, Barcelona; other shows in 2000 and 2001 were held at Cal Cabrit and Casal de Sarria. By the summer of 2002, Planeta Imaginario was in demand for progressive rock and civic festivals. It played at 2002’s Festival de rock progresivo minorisa and the Fiestas del Barrio de Sant Marti, as well as at numerous other venues, including Centro civico de San Marti, a Barcelona Art School, and clubs such as Cal Cabrit, Casal de Sarria, and Can Butjosa de Parets del Valles. In 2003, the band performed at the Mercat de musica viva de Vic, the Fuesta Mayor de Lliçca d’Avail, Barcelona’s Auditorio de Caja Madrid, and the Universidad Central de Barcelona.
In 2004, the band’s debut CD, Que Me Dices?, came out on Rafa Dorado’s Margen, the Galician label that grew out of Spain’s premier magazine for experimental, progressive and other boundary-breaking music. Capel noted that the release “marks the beginning of something very important for me and for the whole group, I believe.” The CD featured a lineup of Capel (keyboards), Eneko Alberdi (guitar), Vasco Miguel Trilla Gomes dos santos (Vasco Trilla) (drums), Pau Zañartu (percussion), Lucas Delgado and Frederic Font on bass, Alfonso Munoz (alto sax), Rafa Gómez (tenor sax), The-hien Trinh (trombone), Guillermo Villa (trumpet), and Estel.la Broto (flute).  Called “an exceptionally strong and successful debut” by the Uzbekistan Progressive Rock Pages, Que Me Dices? caught the attention of several key international supporters. Musician and ReR/Recommended label owner Chris Cutler, legendary for his role in Rock In Opposition (R.I.O.) and Henry Cow, called it “An impressive record,” praising the “Fine arrangements… of interesting and intelligent compositions, excellently played – these are fine musicians.” Critics recommended the disc to fans of the Spanish bands Iceburg and Las Orejas y La Lenguya, Akineton Retard (Chile), the Canadian R.I.O. band Miriodor, and to all fans of all instrumental rock. The distributor Eurock exclaimed:

“If complex music is your thing, then this instrumental octet…will have your head spinning. Powerhouse fusion guitar is blended with symphonic keyboards and [a] wind section into a fusion of powerful arrangements and soaring solos…”

Bandleader Capel composed all the music on Que Me Dices?. Asked to describe Planeta Imaginario’s sound in an interview with Nucleus webzine, he acknowledged:

“…traces of classical impressionists, due to my devotion to Satie, Mompou, and Debussy. …there are touches of Methany style, in honor of that guitarist. We are compared …to a huge Spanish band of the 70’s called Iceburg…a total honor for us.  We also try to bring our sound close to the sounds of Canterbury, such as Soft Machine, Hatfield and the North, and National Health, not to mention the greatest, Gong and King Crimson.” 

Capel conceived Que Me Dices? as a musical journey. Viewing himself as captain of the ship, Capel continually praises his excellent crew, who cooperatively decide all business and aesthetic matters:

“Each song has a clear significance. The first song on the disc is called “The Creation of a New World,” and it is like a voyage… A trip on a special ship. …The last song…is the return home after a hallucinatory trip. The machine stops and returns to the real world. …sometimes I feel like the captain of a boat that doesn’t sink, because the sea is calm at time, and the good crew knows how to bale our water and repair the fractures.”

Throughout 2004, Planeta Imaginario performed frequently to support its debut release and to work on new material, playing in jazz venues as well as rock clubs. It toured Spain’s Valencia region in January, appeared at the Argentona Festival Psico-Jazz-Etnic in September, and played in Barcelona at the Jass Room and Centro civic Granollers, in Tarragona at La Traviesas, Torredembarra, and at Bar Bohemi de Granollers. In 2005, the band played at the Mercat de la Musica Viva de Vic, did a second tour of Valencia, and in August traveled to Prambackirchen, Austria, to play at the Wirt in Der Steingrub (“Bar de Wolfgang”) and record new material in the studio. The following year, it played frequently in Barcelona (Centre Civic Lluissos de Gracia, Centre Civic, Espai jove Boca Nord) while also doing shows in Olot (City Arms) and Cornellla de Llobregat (Bar de Fragua). In 2007, Planeta Imaginario performed in Barcelona (Sla Luz de gas de Barcelona) and Tarragona (La Traviessa), and most notably, signed with the American label Cuneiform Records to release the material it recorded after releasing Que Me Dices?.
Biomasa is Planeta Imaginario’s second album and its first release on Cuneiform. A studio recording made during the band’s Austrian trip, Biomasa features the octet of bandleader Marc Capel Nadal (keyboards), Vasco Miguel Trilla Gomes dos santos (drums), Josep “Manre” Manresa Zafra (fretless bass), Eneko Alberdi Laskurain (guitar), and a four-piece wind section that includes The-Hien Trinh (trombone), Herman “Mehl” Baureker (alto sax), Rafa Gómez López (tenor saxophone), and Guillermo Villa Vald´s (trumpet, flugelhorn). Capel shares the composing duties here, contributing five of the ten tracks; guitarist Laskurain wrote the three longest tracks – including the title tune – and the two short sonic collages are credited to Jordi Casadevall, the band’s sound engineer. More mature and elaborate than the band’s previous compositions, Biomasa’s songs include a world of musical references – everything from A to Z, Allman Brothers to Zappa, and influences from continents ranging from Africa to North America, Europe and beyond.

The band’s first release outside of Spain, Biomasa will introduce Planeta Imaginario’s music worldwide to lovers of various fusions, jazz-rock, progressive rock and related musics. Fans of instrumental music are encouraged to explore the work of this remarkable Spanish band, who music should appeal to listeners of such diverse artists as: Anekdoten, AKA moon, Area, John Coltrane, Chick Corea, King Crimson, Avishai Cohen, Steve Coleman, Deus ex Machina, Gabriel Faure, Gilgamesh, Hatfield at the North, Pat Metheny, Nucleus, Soft Machine, Van der Graaf Generator, Frederic Mompou, National Health, Weather Report, Kenny Werner, Frank Zappa, and John Zorn.

Now a nine-piece band after recently adding a French horn player, Planeta Imaginaria continues to perform frequently at festivals and other venues in Spain. The current lineup includes Marc Capel (keyboards, including Mini Moog and Hammond), Benja Abad (guitar), Frederic Font (bass), Vasco Trilla (drums), The-hien Trinh (trombone) Alfonso Muñoz (alto sax), Rafa Gomez (tenor sax), Leo Torres (trumpet), and newest member Gilbert Camí (French Horn), 

Playing a joyous and highly creative jazz-rock fusion, creating songs that evoke – sonically, emotionally, sensually and even visually – elements from some of the best instrumental jazz and rock produced over the last 30 years, Planeta Imaginario transports listeners to a Utopian world – an Imaginary Planet – where the imagination reigns free and music is unfettered by commerce or fashion. 



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



PLANETA IMAGINARIO BAND MEMBER BIOS:

Marc Capel

Marc plays piano, Hammond piano, organ, Fender Rhodes Electric Piano, and synthesizer. He began playing piano at four years old and studied at various music schools, including The Conservatory of the Cathedral of Barcelona and the Municipal School of Music of Alianza in Iliza d’Amunt.  Later, he studied classical and jazz piano in “l’Estudi of Granollers,” and has gone on to found the band Planeta Imaginario.

Vasco Trilla Gomez Dos Santos

Vasco started playing drums at 18 years old. He studied solfege and classical music in the Conservatory of Badalona and the school of Alois Haba. While there he learned from notable musicians such as Tito Busquets, Jo Krause, Aldo Caviglia, and Marcelo Gueblon. While receiving classical training, Vasco developed interest in other styles ranging from Jazz, Progressive Rock, Death Metal, to Improvisational Music. Before joining “Planeta Imaginario” he was in such diverse bands as The Collective of Free Character Improvisation, as well as Unoma (progressive rock) and a “Doors” tribute band.

Guillermo Villa
Guillermo began studying music informally at the age of 5. At 8, he began reading solfege music in the Superior Conservatory of Martinez Torner de Oviedo, and a little while afterwards began playing trumpet. In 1995 he heard the music of trumpeters Miguel Angel Navarro and Joan Corbacho, and decided to continue his studies in classical trumpet in the Professional Conservatory of Music at Giion.
Rafa Gomez Lopez
Rafa began studying music in 1995, when he took courses in classical saxophone and general solfege reading at the “General de l’Hospitalet.” During 1997 developed an interest and began practicing and performing diverse forms of popular jazzy music. In 1999 and early 2000 he took classes in classical saxophone with Gorka Benitez. Soon after, he moved to Montreal, Canada, where he gained experience in playing different forms of African American jazz, while also performing in a twenty piece Italian Orchestra.       
Frederic Font

After studying piano and music language in the Music School of “l’Estudi de Granollers” Frederic began taking classes for electric bass in 2000. In his last years of study he took courses in music language, instrumentation, electric bass, and classical contrabass, with various professors, such as Oriol Marti and Joan Rectoret. His influences vary from sonorous orchestral bands to flamenco and symphonic rock, which inspired him to participate in various music projects, eventually leading to Planeta Imaginario.  

Alfonso Muñoz

Alfonso studied saxophone in Barcelona, as well as Havana at the Instituto Superior de Artes. Following formal training, he played in many bands in Barcelona and South America. Besides Planeta Imaginario, he also plays with an Afro Jazz band, Patruco.

The-Hien Trinh

The-Hien graduated from a French music academy in 1989 after focusing on music theory. From 1992 to 2002, he played the trombone in various French bands, spanning such genres as funk (in a band that opened for Maceo Parker during his 2001 tour in France), soul, reggae (in a band that opened for Desmond Dekker, The Wailers), rai, african, and jazz. He moved to Barcelona, Spain in 2002 and 3 months after the move joined Planeta Imaginario.

WHAT THE PRESS SAID ABOUT PLANETA IMAGINARIO:

PLANETA IMAGINARIO

QUE ME DICES?

MARGEN RECORDS

2004

“3/5 stars… this album delivers nine pleasant and varied songs, the climates alternates from mellow and jazzy to up-tempo or swinging. Most of PLANETA IMAGINARIO’s music is based upon the interplay between powerful electric guitar (often Fripp-inspired) and lots of brass, from trumpet and trombone to several saxophones… The rhythm-section is strong and dynamic… A fine debut-CD from a promising Spanish prog rock band. …”






– Erik Neuteboom, www.progwalhalla.com

“Planeta Imaginario is an all-instrumental, 8-man Spanish band… Recorded in 2002, ¿Qué me Dices? is a progressive jazz-rock built around a powerful brass section, fusion guitar, and symphonic keyboards (Rhodes, Hammond, synths). These skillful musicians combine a strong Canterbury influence (especially Gilgamesh / Alan Gowen) with the best of the Spanish 1970’s fusion bands…a touch of RIO…and other influences into their own distinctive sound.”





Kinesis, www.kinesiscd.com

“…this is the first time I've heard RIO-related music from a Spanish band… only profoundly thinking and truly masterful musicians would venture into realms of the genre. …the music here…is a combination of both of the classic and jazzy kinds of RIO and Jazz-Fusion with some…symphonic textures… There are many soloing instruments: piano, organ, synthesizer, various brass, electric and bass guitars, interchanging each other at the forefront of arrangements and jamming together as well. While the parts of most instruments are usually typical for both Jazz-Fusion and RIO, those of brass are often purely improvisational in character. The alternation of intensive, highly eclectic arrangements and quieter ones is the essential part of the music, but all the events develop constantly and there is no place for repeats… El Crucigrama (7) is the only number where elements of Symphonic Progressive are immediately recognizable. …however, this is the most polymorphous and, at the same time, the most solidly structured composition on the recording. It represents a complex, yet, very cohesive blend of Symphonic Art-Rock, Jazz-Fusion, Prog-Metal, and classic RIO and is…fantastically impressive stuff. … 

The band performs music of a highest progressive quality. Naturally, being extremely complex, it needs many listens to be comprehended. …this album…might please most open-minded connoisseurs of music, especially those experienced, covering all the progressive genres. In all, Planeta Imaginario's "Que Me Dices?" is an exceptionally strong and successful debut, at least from a creative standpoint.”

 – Vitaly Menshikov, Progressor. August 4, 2004. www.progressor.net

“If complex music is your thing, then this instrumental octet (keyboards, winds, guitars, bass, drums) will have your head spinning. Powerhouse fusion guitar is blended with symphonic keyboards and wind section into a fusion of powerful arrangements and soaring solos that conjure up the great Spanish band Iceberg and Canadian ensemble Miriodor.”


– Eurock, www.eurock.com

“Planeta Imaginario: Fantastic progressive rock-jazz fusion band, in the style of the early King Crimson.” – Unoma, www.unoma.net

“3.5 stars really! The first record of good new Catalan jazzrock-fusion band with quite big punch of brass. …All in all – good retro-jazz-rock-fusion to listen again and again.”





– Rainer Rein, www.progarchives.com

“An incredible instrumental record… They are well-trained musicians that combine danger and facility in a block of music that mixes the best of fusion bands from the 70’s…certain connotations and personal portions of RIO…and other influences of symphonic rock and progressive rock to create a distinctive sound. “Que Me Dices?” is a hallucination of vitality with a…impacting, interpretive style. To fans of music from the 70’s and instrumental music, this is a must purchase.”– Trastenda, www.trastenda.com [translated by Tamas O’Doughda] 

“Fantastic instrumental band that mixes prog/space/fusion/jazz. Recommended!”

– Syn-Phonic Music, SPAIN List of Prog Rock Bands, synphonic.8m.com/country/spain.htm

CONCERT REVIEW 
“This month I had the fortune of visiting Barcelona, a city of contrast if there ever was one, and of a contagious livelihood. …

BCN has a long tradition of avante garde artistic expression. To mention only one landmark, the city was one of the fleeting seats of the Dada movement during the first World War…and today welcomes a very important scene of experimental music, with Victor Nubla at the head.

And like the music they address, listening to the majestic “Tenemos Roads” by National Health reminded me of the concert by Barcelona progressive rock band Planeta Imaginario in a beautiful bar in Cornella de Leobregat, in the outskirts of Barcelona. Embodying the spirit of Canterbury, Planeta Imaginario ventures into extensive compositions and changes that refer to the formidable group of Dave Stewart… The instrumentation is not usual in general (in addition to a quartet of keyboard, guitar, bass, and drums, they use a powerful section of winds, including tenor and alto saxophone, trombone, and trumpet) and they employ it with a clear orchestral feeling. They have a very promising debut CD called “Que Me Dices?” recorded for Margen Records… In the Argentina magazine Mellotron, Chris Cutler…recommends Planeta Imaginario to those that enjoy Las Orejas y La Lengua, or the Chilean Akineton Retard. …”   

– Siete Octavos, rockprogresivo.blogspot.com [translated by Tamas O’Doughda]
For more information on Planeta Imaginario, please visit:


www.planetaimaginario.eu


www.myspace.com/planetaimaginario





PLANETA IMAGINARIO és un grupo creado desde la paz hasta la guarerra, del amor al odio, de la frivolidad a la pásion. Nuestra musica es un ejercicio de plena expansion hacia lo utopico. Los Planetarios apriamsa todos a un mundo much mejor, hacia oltra sociaded justa y libre, y sin duda, hacio un mundo mas culto y creativo. .


– Planeta Imaginario, www.planetaimaginario.eu





Planeta Imaginario is a group created out of everything from peace to war, from love to hate, from frivolity to passion, Our music is an exercise in fully expanding towards Utopia. Los Planetarios hope for a better world for all, looking forward to a free and just society, and without any doubt, to a world that is more cultured and creative. [translation by Cuneiform]


– Planeta Imaginario, www.planetaimaginario.eu














